(19) 



3 



Europaisches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europeen des brevets 



(11) 



EP 1 129 999 A3 



(12) 



EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 



(88) 


Date of publication A3: 


(51) lntCl7: C03B 37/012 




21.11.2001 Bulletin 2001/47 


(43) 


Date of publication A2: 






05.09.2001 Bulletin 2001/36 




(21) 


Application number: 01301433.7 




(22) 


Date of filing: 19.02.2001 




(84) 


Designated Contracting States: 


• Hong, Siu-Ping 




AT BE CH CY DE DK ES Fl FR GB GR IE IT LI LU 


Alpharetta, Georgia 30022 (US) 




MC NL PT SE TR 


• Miller, Thomas John 




Designated Extension States: 


Alpharetta, Georgia 30022 (US) 




AL LT LV MK RO SI 


• Smith, Don H. 






Atlanta, Georgia 30345 (US) 


(30) 


Priority: 29.02.2000 US 515227 








(74) Representative: 


(71) 


Applicant: LUCENT TECHNOLOGIES INC. 


Buckley, Christopher Simon Thirsk et al 




Murray Hill, New Jersey 07974-0636 (US) 


Lucent Technologies (UK) Ltd, 






5 Mornington Road 


(72) 


Inventors: 


Woodford Green, Essex IG8 0TU (GB) 


• 


Dong, Xiaoyuan 






Suwanee, Georgia 30024 (US) 





CO 

< 

o> 
o> 

o> 

CM 



Q. 

LU 



(54) Method for making multiple overclad optical fiber preforms 

(57) Embodiments of the invention include a method 
for making a multiple overclad optical fiber preform. The 
method includes positioning a first overclad tube (14) 
around a preform core rod (12), positioning at least one 
second overclad tube (56) around the first overclad 
tube, and collectively heating the preform core and the 
overclad tubes under pressure to collapse the overclad 
tubes onto the preform core rod thus producing a mul- 
tiple overclad optical fiber preform. Heating occurs ei- 
ther in a draw tower furnace, for example, as part of an 
Overclad During Draw (ODD) process, or, alternatively, 
by a separate heating source prior to introducing the 
preform into the draw tower, for example, as in a con- 
ventional Rod-ln-Tube (RIT) process. The method also 
includes drawing optical fiber as portions of the preform 
are being heated in the draw tower furnace or, alterna- 
tively, heated by a heating source separate from the 
draw tower and then moved to the draw tower. 
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